Writing (applicable to all grade levels) – Thesis Formation & Support
Thesis Formation and Keys to a Successful Essay
- The importance of the thesis cannot be understated. A good thesis is essentially the essay in a nutshell. It sums up and introduces your essay in one cohesive statement.

- EVERYTHING RELATES BACK TO THE THESIS. I don’t mean every single line in the essay, but again, think back to the idea that a good essay is basically an expanded, well-written paragraph. As all the supporting sentences relate BACK to the topic, so should all supporting, body paragraphs relate back to the thesis.

- That’s why when you first start writing, you start by doing paragraphs. Then you find out you can expand the supporting sentences in a paragraph and make paragraphs out of sentences and so on (until you get the stage where you are writing chapters and books about something most people can only write paragraphs on).

- For your outline, you could try to write your essay out in a paragraph format initially. I’m not sure whether or not this works, but it may help. I’ve never done it before, but I’m a very firm believer in the idea that a good essay is simply an expansion of a good paragraph.
- Mr. Hsu’s Big C’s to a Great Essay: Clarity, Cohesiveness, and Creativity (personal insight, original idea). The order of importance is in that exact sequence.

- Clarity: This can refer to the very basic stuff: run-ons and fragments (syntax and sentence structure), word and phrase choice (diction), tense and subject verb agreement (grammatical). This is the tough part: to diversify or not to diversify language. Some people keep things simple with limited vocabulary and basic sentence structure. That won’t get you a high mark. However, if you “reach” (as I’ve written on some of your essays) and try to use words and phrases that you don’t know how to use, that will definitely detract from clarity.
- To be able to write a clear essay is to be able to know your own writing level and knowledge on the subject matter.

- On a deeper level, clarity means that your point is clear. Referring to the thesis, if you are unsure about your stance or if you are not sure what you are talking about (not well researched), your paper will naturally lack clarity.

- OUTLINE HELPS BIG TIME WITH CLARITY (AND COHESIVENESS).

- Read your first/rough draft when you finish it. If you are even one bit confused, chances are others will be even MORE confused.

- Cohesiveness: Your thesis plays a key role in regards to this aspect. There has to be connectedness in your essay.

- For example, say your thesis is: Success in life is often created by passionate commitment, diligence, and opportunity. It’s a no brainer what your three body paragraphs should be.

- Lesson from the above example: When you are writing your essay, the outline will help you think ahead. Formulate thesis, pick out body paragraphs, and then modify your thesis to include/introduce the body paragraphs when necessary.

- Cohesiveness also refers to what is required of each of your paragraphs. Every paragraph has to be focused and concise (in a good essay). Each sentence in a paragraph should touch back/refer back to the topic sentence, and the topic sentences should ALL refer back to the thesis.
- To help create cohesiveness, IT IS WISE TO LOOK AT YOUR SOURCES/EVIDENCE FIRST. How much do you know about the topic? Especially when you are choosing a research topic to write on or analyzing literature, you need to make sure you kind of work backwards.
- Look at your sources and formulate a thesis. This is like deductive reasoning. You work your way back. If you write a thesis and then half way through the essay, you run out of ideas, you’re in a boatload of trouble. AGAIN, THIS IS WHERE THE OUTLINE COMES IN HANDY. This is not a huge deal for a take-home essay (more for in-class or testing situations) but if you just typed a massive essay and realize that halfway through you are grasping for new things as opposed to staying on topic, that’s not good.
- Creativity: Don’t take this too literally. In order to write a good essay, you don’t need to come up with mind-blowing ideas. However, you do need originality and personal insight (when it’s called for). You CAN HAVE a personal insight or take a particular stance when you are writing an analytical essay or expository essay but be very, very careful not to impose your own opinion and “fudge” what the sources tell you.
- Re: the above: The sources are SOURCES. You use them to back up a thesis or a central idea. Unless it’s a personal or personal opinion essay, your sources usually come from external sources, so use THEIR VOICE and INCORPORATE THEM INTO YOUR OWN.

- Where should you put a thesis? A thesis should appear SOMEWHERE IN YOUR INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH. People differ in their opinions on whether or not it has to be the first sentence or the last sentence of the intro (as some people reserve the first part of the intro for a catchy “hook”).
