Hsu, EN 10

ENGLISH 10 THE TEMPEST UNIT PROJECT
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

The Tempest is a play that has an action-packed plot, colourful characters (both literally and metaphorically), an exotic island setting, and of course, magic. The Tempest was one of Shakespeare’s later plays and theatre “A/V effects” evolved throughout the Bard’s illustrious career. Enactments of The Tempest, with its storms, spirits, and magical spells, were probably Elizabethan equivalents of our 21st century CG effects blockbusters. Theatre companies were the greatest source of entertainment during Shakespeare’s time and not unlike film companies and directors of today, they had to really “sell” their plays and material.

For your unit project on The Tempest, you will be required to work in groups of four or five (depending on the scene you choose to reenact or recreate). As with your previous project, the project will consist of multiple components. You will be required to recreate and reenact a scene from the play (i.e. modernize the script, displace the setting etc.).
ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN/RUBRIC
POSTER/ADVERTISEMENT COMPONENT
/ 45
1. Original title of the production, cast, and other relevant info.
/ 5
2. Main characters and symbols incorporated
/ 10
3. Original tag-line or catch-phrase related to particular scene or act
/ 2.5
4. Creativity and perceived effort put into the poster/visual component
/ 10

5. Research of an aspect of the Elizabethan era (on back of poster)
/ 15
6. Research sources properly cited
/ 2.5

REENACTMENT/FILM COMPONENT
/ 55
1. Smoothness/flow (memorization, preparedness level etc.)
/ 10
2. Effort put into costumes and props (atmosphere creation)
/ 5
3. Play’s major characters and symbols carry across
/ 10
4. Originality and accuracy in translation of script
/ 10
5. Play’s major themes and ideas conveyed
/ 15
6. Overall effort on script and during presentation
/ 5

TOTAL

/ 100
DRAMA 10 PROJECT COMPONENTS & SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
REENACTMENT/FILM COMPONENT

Basically, the unit project requires your group to pick a scene from The Tempest (sign-up during class) and redo/recreate/reproduce it. What do I mean? Follow the steps below to get started: 

1. You can choose to set the play wherever you like, switch up the genders, nationalities or the characters – anything within reason and APPROPRIATE FOR THE CLASSROOM. You will need to tell me your idea (roughly) before you get the green light to proceed with actual script re-writes, rehearsals or filming. EXAMPLE: You can set the play in modern times, with Prospero and Miranda stranded at a Skytrain station with no reception or locked in somewhere (I don’t know, be creative)!
2. You MUST translate the Shakespearean script into modern, spoken English as part of the assignment. ONCE AGAIN, KEEP THE SCRIPT APPROPRIATE (YOU MAY USE SLANG AND COLLOQUIAL LANGUAGE BUT WATCH THE CONTENT). I want a good copy (typed out neatly and in a clear font) of your translation of the scene on the day of the performance (check your overview).
3. The reproduced “spin” scene should be at least a minimum of 10 – 15 minutes in length but 20 minutes may be a bit too long. You have the option to film the project but you will have to use your own video-recording equipment and editing software. The filmed projects will not be marked any higher or differently from a live in-class performance.
POSTER/ADVERTISMENT COMPONENT
1. You are required to create a poster advertising your production, much like a movie poster. Do not make a trailer if you are filming; I want a poster. Make sure you have all the relevant items on it and that I can see the effort that went into it (see rubric on page 1).
2. As part of your project, you are also required to do some research on some aspect of the Elizabethan era (during which Shakespeare lived). I would like approximately 500 words worth of research on one of the following topics: Elizabethan era theatre, Elizabethan era non-theatre entertainment (such as sports, circus etc.), Elizabethan dress and fashion, Elizabethan theatre effects and props, and a brief history of the Elizabethan era. Of course, your research sources need to be properly cited. See me if you need help.
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