Hsu, EN 10

ENGLISH 10 DRAMA UNIT OVERVIEW & OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

The play that we will be studying for our English 10 drama unit is The Tempest by William Shakespeare (you may be familiar with the title as it is the name of DT’s in-school newspaper). The Tempest is not a long play, in terms of its actual length. It is also a very fast-paced play, in which there are very few “filler” scenes. The plot moves along rapidly as Shakespeare’s characters embark on a magical adventure across a mystical island ruled by sorcerer and director extraordinaire, Prospero.

When studying dramatic works such as The Tempest, there are various elements that I would like you to focus on. The elements are (but not limited to): the structure of a dramatic literary piece, the historical and cultural contexts behind the piece, the language itself (i.e. Shakespeare’s iambic pentameter), characters and characterization, and dramatic forms and devices (i.e. comedy in the form of humour and wit, effects of soliloquies and stage directions). Playwrights and movie script-writers, especially during the pre-CG effects era, needed to be much more detailed and imaginative with their manipulation of the language. Please keep the above elements in mind as we go through the unit or in preparation for unit assessments.
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE UNIT
* The Tempest (there should be enough copies for everyone to SIGN OUT and take home)
* An unrelated, extracurricular book (for the book review assignment, see below)
ASSESSMENT/MARKS BREAKDOWN
1. Drama Literary Terms Quiz (Quiz mark)
/ 10% (roughly)
2. Book Review (Representing mark)
/ 20% (roughly)
3. Group Project (Representing mark)
/ 30% (roughly)
4. In-class Essay (Representing mark, 1 period)
/ 40% (roughly)
5. Participation/Work Habits
/ Ongoing
UNIT SCHEDULE
Jan. 4: Unit Overview and Intro
Jan. 6: Project Overview and I.ii
Jan. 8: II.i
Jan. 12: II.ii, group work time
Jan. 14: III.i, Language Power
Jan. 18: III.ii
Jan. 20: III.iii, Lit Terms Quiz
Jan. 22: IV.i
Jan. 26: V.i, Book Review DUE*
Jan. 28: Movie **
Feb. 1: Movie wrap-up, group work time
Feb. 3: Project presentations #1
Feb. 5: Project presentations #2
Feb. 9: In-class essay (75 min.)
NOTES
* Jan. 26: Yes, you have a book review to do this term (and you can expect another one next term). It’s part of the “bigger picture” as opposed to a specific part of the drama unit. I specifically assigned this due date as it’s the last class before your mid-year exams. START EARLY!
** Jan. 28: I’ve scheduled the movie to be played on this date because, to my knowledge, one class’s progress will be affected by the Socials 10 mid-year exam scheduling. In all likelihood, it will be Block 1-2. Not to worry; you’ll just miss the movie.
Remember, check the course web site frequently and contact me if you have any questions. Also, remember that I am only at DT on Day 1’s so plan on making up assignments or presentations accordingly.
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