TEMPEST ACT 5, SC. 1 + EPILOGUE NOTES

(Notes organized by order of occurrence and whenever relevant, by line)

· Purpose of Scene: Reconciliation, redemption, and wrap-up/conclusion

· All the characters of the play appear together in this one, concluding scene

· What is happening to Alonso & co.? - Held under a spell by Prospero

· Gonzalo is referred to as “good old Lord Gonzalo” (line 15)

· Everyone on the island is still held under Prospero's magical spell

· Ariel says that he feels sorry/pities Alonso and party (sympathy)

· Lines 20 – 23: Prospero feels sorry for them and comments on the fact that if Ariel (who is a spirit) feels sorry for Alonso & co., then he should feel even more sympathy (as a human).

· “Yet with my nobler action against my fury” - Prospero decides to forgive those who sinned against him, to FORGIVE

· Prospero acts like the ultimate judge and decision maker on the island (perhaps a director)
· When Prospero draws a circle on the ground, he is casting  a spell – running theme of MAGIC and ILLUSION continues

· Lines 55 – 58: “I'll break my staff...drown my book” - Prospero vows to stop using magic since magic was a only a tool for him to achieve his goals. There is no longer a need for Prospero to have magic.

· Prospero calls Gonzalo his “true preserver”

· Prospero addresses each of Alonso's entourage before him (acting like a judge)

· “I do forgive thee” - Prospero forgives those who have committed sins against him and is reconciled with them

· Lines 90 – 92: Prospero takes off his magic robe and staff and vows to return to his former state – Duke of Milan

· Prospero instructs Ariel to wake the mariners/sailors on Alonso's ship and promises to free him soon

· Gonzalo comments about the torments and the wonders that exist on Prospero's magical island – island of illusions

· Prospero appears in Duke of Milan form in front of Alonso and the King of Naples is shocked

· Initially, Alonso and Gonzalo can't believe their eyes – ILLUSION VS. REALITY

· Lines 124 – 126: “You do yet taste some subtleties of this island...” - Island's magical qualities still confuse Alonso and party

· Prospero does not reveal that A & S tried to kill Alonso in his sleep

· Prospero and Alonso talk about “losing” their children – Alonso thinks Ferdinand has drowned, and Prospero talks about “losing” Miranda because she married Ferdinand

· Alonso does not believe his eyes when he sees Ferdinand playing chess with Miranda (again, ILLUSION VS. REALITY)

· Miranda (lines 186 – 189): Miranda calls Alonso & co. “goodly creatures” and comments on the beauty of mankind – Hopeful line that speaks to the diversity of the human race but at the same time ironic because of the villains which stand before her.

· Alonso gives the newlyweds his own blessing – Two former enemies are reconciled by the marriage of their children

· Boatswain and ship's crew is brought back and again, astonishment prevails

· Lines 264 – 266: Prospero commands Ariel to set Caliban, Stephano, and Trinculo free

· First thing Caliban says is that he is afraid of his punishment (image of a tormented servant)

· Sebastian asks if he can buy Caliban and co. - Again, Elizabethan “freak show” idea. Antonio comments that Caliban, the one who “looks like a fish” is “very marketable”.

· Prospero calls Caliban a “thing of darkness”

· Prospero's punishment for Caliban & co is to “trim his cell” or clean up his home

· Caliban follows orders immediately (faithful native servant image) and realizes that he has served and worshipped a “drunkard” and a “fool”

· Prospero intends to return to Milan with the Alonso and co.

· Prospero forgives his former enemies and sets free all his servants (most notably Ariel)

· Everything comes together and concludes nicely

EPILOGUE:

· Prospero's spells are gone and he has left his magic (he is a mere human)

· “I must be here confined by you, Or Sent to Naples.” - Prospero's fate is “up to the audience”. Prospero is a character created by Shakespeare and exists in the audience's imagination – where he goes from here is up to the person watching the play.

· “Release me from my bands with the help of your good hands” - Prospero asks the readers to “choose his adventure” - to send him back to Milan as opposed to keeping him imprisoned on his lonely island. Prospero is asking the audience to clap for him or else he will have failed in entertaining (lines 9 – 12)

· Line 20: “Let your indulgence set me free.” Prospero is a character within a play. This is Shakespeare talking about creative works (such as plays). Fictional characters, although unreal and perhaps fantastic, are after all, fictional. For Prospero and the plot of the Tempest to succeed, the audience must believe or “buy into” the story.

· Epilogue ties in to the idea of imagination and the role of people. Compare this to Prospero's famous lines in Act 4, Sc. 1 about the dream-like quality of human life and Shakespeare's comment about humans being “players” or “actors” in a play. Perhaps what is real and what is illusion is often conceived in the minds of humans and the “eye of the beholder”.
