Hsu, English

TCAST Poetry Analysis Method

The TCAST (Title & Author, Connotation, Attitude, Shift & Theme) is a modified poetry analysis method of the TPCASTT method. The way you go about using TCAST is simple: Follow the step-by-step instructions below and the method will tell you what to look for. It’s like finding the pieces of the puzzle or “Where’s Waldo”. Essentially, you should be able to apply the TCAST method to any poem.
TITLE & AUTHOR
1. Note the title of the poem.
2. Note the poet.

3. Before reading the poem, write down your predictions on what the poem is going to be about.

CONNOTATION
4. Now, read the poem and state its point of view.

5. Look for any rhyming patterns in the poem and note the pattern(s), if any exist.

6. Look for words that stand out in the poem or unusual words in unusual locations. Note these words down if they exist.

7. Look for poetic devices / literary terms in the poem. These are the kinds of things we were taking notes on last class.

ATTITUDE
8. Reread the poem and look for diction, images, and details that hint at or suggest the poet’s attitude to the poem’s subject. Note these examples below.
SHIFT
9. Reread the poem, marking the places in it where the speaker’s feelings shift or change. Watch for changes in line length, sound, diction, and punctuation, and pay special attention to the conclusion.
THEME
10. What do you think is the theme of the poem? Write the theme of the poem in one or two sentences. What is the poet trying to tell us? What is the “message” of the poem?
