Hsu, EN 10


ENGLISH 10 SHORT STORY UNIT OVERVIEW & OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW


The unit will focus on the short story genre and is organized around five guiding principles. The five principles are: theme, plot elements, language as craft, literary terms and figures of speech, and narrative (story telling). The lessons in the unit are structured according to the five guiding principles, and each individual lesson should be able to “hit” two or three of the above principles.

Also, as stated in Key Elements section of the provincial IRP, “An understanding of literature is key to an understanding of oneself, one’s community, and the world.” This unit will attempt to foster an appreciation for and an understanding of the importance of literature in the form of short stories. Students will learn to appreciate the power and purposeful use of language through narrative works. Ongoing assessment will also reflect this notion as students will be asked to work collaboratively to analyze, discuss, and share their experiences with a variety of short stories, and the final, summative assessments will be designed with student ownership, creativity, and preparation for the provincial examination in mind.

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE UNIT

* Inside Stories text (in-class use or special sign-up ONLY)

* Occasionally, computers (preferably with internet connection)

ASSESSMENT/MARKS BREAKDOWN

1. Short Story/Novel Lit Terms Quiz (Quiz mark)
Due: Apr. 6

2. Short Story Project/Presentation (Representing mark)
Due: Depends

3. Short Story In-Class Essay (Representing mark)
Due: Apr. 30

5. Language Power Work #1 (Representing mark)
Ongoing

6. Participation (Participation/Work Habits mark)
Ongoing

UNIT SCHEDULE

Mar. 25: Unit Intro
Mar. 29: Sample SS Presentation

Mar. 31: “Ashes for the Wind”
Apr. 6: “Harrison Bergeron”

Apr. 8: “The Portable Phonograph”
Apr. 12: “North End Faust”

Apr. 14: “The Possibility of Evil”
Apr. 16: “The Lamp at Noon”

Apr. 20: “The Metaphor”
Apr. 22: “Fragility”

Apr. 26: Language Power Focus
Apr. 28: Language Power Focus

Apr. 30: SS Unit Test

GROUP PRESENTATION STORIES/TOPICS

1. “Ashes for the Wind” (Tellez): principles & morality, writer’s purpose
2. “Harrison Bergeron” (Vonnegut Jr.): equality vs. inequality, conflict
3. “The Portable Phonograph” (Tilburg Clark): symbol, mood & atmosphere
4. “North End Faust” (Kleiman): isolation vs. companionship, characterization
5. “The Possibility of Evil” (Jackson): morality, narrative technique & the “set-up”
6. “The Lamp at Noon” (Ross): struggles in life, dialogue & conflict
7. “The Metaphor” (Wilson): the extended metaphor, characterization
8. “Fragility” (Shields): suffering & new beginnings, writer’s message
A note on the presentations: The earlier presentation groups will have shorter/less lengthy short stories to work with. That's not to say that they are necessarily easier, but that there will be less reading to do. Please stay updated with the web site and see me on day 1's or e-mail me if you have any questions.
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