Hsu, EN 12

ENGLISH 12 SHORT STORY UNIT OVERVIEW & OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

The short story unit officially begins on Nov. 13th, 2009 and will conclude right before the winter break, on Dec. 17th. The unit consists of 12 classes in total. Six of those classes will include student group presentations.
The unit will focus on the short story genre and is organized around five guiding principles. The five principles are: theme, plot elements, language as craft, literary terms and figures of speech, and narrative (story telling). The lessons in the unit are structured according to the five guiding principles, and each individual lesson should be able to “hit” two or three of the above principles.

Also, as stated in Key Elements section of the provincial IRP, “An understanding of literature is key to an understanding of oneself, one’s community, and the world.” This unit will attempt to foster an appreciation for and an understanding of the importance of literature in the form of short stories. Students will learn to appreciate the power and purposeful use of language through narrative works. Ongoing assessment will also reflect this notion as students will be asked to work collaboratively to analyze, discuss, and share their experiences with a variety of short stories, and the final, summative assessments will be designed with student ownership, creativity, and preparation for the provincial examination in mind.

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE UNIT
* Inside Stories for Senior Students text (in-class use or special sign-up ONLY)
* Occasionally, computers (preferably with internet connection)

ASSESSMENT/MARKS BREAKDOWN
1. Short Story Response Log & Book Review Questions
/ 30%

2. Short Story Poster/Presentation Project (groups of 4 or 5)
/ 35%

3. In-class Unit-end Essay (2 classes)
/ 25%

4. Literary Terms Quiz (1) & In-class Response (1)
/ 10%

UNIT SCHEDULE
Nov. 13: Unit Overview & Project Sign-up
Nov. 17: “Just Lather, That’s All”
Nov. 19: JLTA Lesson + In-class response
Nov. 23: 1st group presentation + Quiz *
Nov. 25: 2nd group presentation ** (see below)
Nov. 27: 3rd group presentation

Dec. 1: 4th group presentation
Dec. 3: 5th group presentation
Dec. 7: 6th group presentation
Dec. 9: In-class Essay Day 1
Dec. 11: PRO-D
Dec. 15: In-class Essay Day 2

Dec. 17: Unit Wrap-up & holiday festivities
GROUP PRESENTATION STORIES/TOPICS
BLOCK 1-3:
BLOCK 1-4:

1. “The Jade Peony”, character & conflict
1. “The Lottery”, plot & set-up

2. “War”, character & purpose
2. “The Jade Peony”, character & conflict
3. “Rolling World”, theme & culture
3. “War”, character & purpose
4. “The Lottery”, plot & set-up
4. “Rain”, description & imagery
5. “Rocking Horse”, symbol & narrative
5. “Rolling World”, theme & culture
6. “Rain”, description & imagery
6. “Rocking Horse”, symbol & narrative

NOTES & COMMENTS
* 1st presentation group members have the option to write quizzes on a later date.
** I will not be in class that day as I am GRADUATING from UBC. You should have a TOC. 2nd groups have the option to present before or after school on Friday.

*** Full group presentation details will be given to you on Nov. 17.
If you have any questions or need any extra help, please come see me!
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