Hsu, EN 10

ENGLISH 10 SHORT STORY GROUP PROJECT
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW
The assignment is designed to allow maximum student engagement and exploration with the short story texts in their initial approach to reading and literary analysis. The presentation groups are each responsible for a short story and their objective is to present and dissect the story to their peers. Students will essentially “teach” the short stories to their peers, with the teacher acting as a facilitator and a guide, adding commentary and supplementary information only after the initial stages of engagement with the text.
Students are expected to work in groups of three to five. There is an option for working alone (modified project). Also, note that there may be more than one group assigned to a particular story, but no more than two will be permitted. The students in each group should all become “experts” of their particular short story. The things that I’m looking for are in the presentations are: the ability to analyze and extract information from literary works, critical thinking or “reading between the lines”, creativity, leadership, and last but not least, a coordinated team effort.
ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN/RUBRIC
POSTER OR VISUAL COMPONENT
/ 30
1. Short story summary, author and/or story background included
/ 5

2. Literary terms within the short story and examples
/ 5

3. Analysis of the short story using guidelines from unit outline*
/ 5

4. Creativity and perceived effort put into the poster/visual component
/ 10

5. Organization (items are not cluttered, general orderliness)
/ 5

PRESENTATION COMPONENT
/ 65
1. Short story summary
/ 10
2. Background of the author and preferably the text itself
/ 10

3. Analysis of the short story using unit outline guidelines*
/ 20

4. Analysis of the message of the short story and how the writer gets it across
/ 10

5. Quality of question plus works properly cited
/ 10
6. Overall presentation skills (voice projection, timing etc.)
/ 5

OVERALL EFFORT
/ 5

TOTAL






 / 100

INVIDIDUAL COMPONENT REQUIREMENTS
POSTER OR VISUAL COMPONENT

Students are expected to have a visual component in addition to their presentation component. The recommended visual component should come in the form of a poster. Your classmates (and teacher) should have something visual to refer to as you proceed through the presentation. The visual component should include all the visual counterparts to the different portions of the presentation (see above rubric). Electronic devices and set-ups are, unfortunately, not permitted for this particular assignment.
PRESENTATION COMPONENT

This is the portion of the assignment that will take up the bulk of the assessment. If you refer to the rubric on the previous page, you will see that the presentation is divided mainly into five, smaller components. It might be wise to divide the work up amongst group members, but I’ll leave that choice up to you. The actual presentation portion should take roughly 10 - 12 minutes and the discussion segment should take no more than 5. Please see the following length guidelines and the accompanying note:
1) Short story summary: Suggested 200 words minimum.

2) Background of author and preferably of the text: A good paragraph each.

3) Analysis of the short story: Depends, but it should keep you talking for a good 5 min.

4) Analysis of the message: A good paragraph each.

5) Discussion question (create your own): ONE original question not from the text
* NOTE: Students are expected to analyze the short stories using the guidelines set out on the unit overview handout. For example, “The Metaphor” group would focus on the extended metaphor and characterization. “Ashes in the Wind” group would focus on principles and morality, as well as the writer’s purpose. I expect this part to be the most confusing component for some people so please see me or e-mail me if you have any questions.
TO CONCLUDE, this assignment is not designed to be an overly difficult or taxing assignment and I expect that students will be able to work efficiently yet enjoy themselves while working in groups of their own choosing. It does require you to dig deep, in terms of literary analysis.
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