Hsu, EN 12


ENGLISH 12 POETRY UNIT OVERVIEW & OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW


The poetry unit will consist of 13 classes in total. Poetry is a genre that requires a lot of critical thinking and "reading between the lines". Poems are usually much shorter in length (as opposed to essays and novels) but there is a lot that can be extracted from works of seemingly very short length.

The lessons in the poetry unit will be organized by five main principles: theme, form & style, poetic devices, feeling & emotion, and rhythm. Students will be exposed to poems with a variety of themes, written by poets on topics ranging from everyday, ordinary objects to some complex, philosophical questions. Aside from studying the classical literary canon, this unit will incorporate poets traditionally not associated with the “classics”, such as Tupac Amaru Shakur, Muhammad Ali, and Def Poetry Slam artists. The idea of found poetry and the extension of poetry in sports, dance, and ads will also be incorporated. Students will learn to understand why poetry is considered by many to be one of the most emotionally charged and versatile genres in literature. Last but not least, musical elements and spoken word poetry will also be incorporated to help students understand the underlying rhythms which can be created using poetic language.

Also, as stated in Key Elements section of the provincial IRP, “An understanding of literature is key to an understanding of oneself, one’s community, and the world.” This unit will attempt to foster an appreciation for and an understanding of the importance of literature in the form of poetry. Students will learn to appreciate the power and purposeful use of language through the poet’s craft. Ongoing assessment will also reflect this notion as students will be asked to work collaboratively to analyze, discuss, and share their experiences with a variety of poems, and the final, summative assessments will be designed with student ownership, creativity, and preparation for the provincial examination in mind.

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE UNIT

* The Poet’s Craft text (in-class use or special sign-up ONLY)

* Assorted poems (in the form of photocopied handouts to be distributed by teacher or to be posted on course website)

ASSESSMENT/MARKS BREAKDOWN

1. Poetry Lit Terms Quiz (Quiz mark)
Due: Mar. 25
2. Term 3 Book Review (Representing mark)
Due: Apr. 30
3. Poetry Project/Presentation (Representing mark)
Due: Apr. 26
4. Poetry In-class essay (Representing mark)
Due: Apr. 28 – 30

5. Participation (Participation/Work Habits mark)
Ongoing
UNIT SCHEDULE

Mar. 25: Mice Transition & Unit Intro
Mar. 29: Ali, Tupac, Def Poetry Slam

Mar. 31: The Poet's Voice
Apr. 6: Capturing Movement

Apr. 8: Sound & Images
Apr. 12: The Greater Message

Apr. 14: The Classics
Apr. 16: Found poetry

Apr. 20: Location & Everyday Life
Apr. 22: Poetry beyond Paper

Apr. 26: Project/Presentations
Apr. 28: In-class essay (Part 1)

Apr. 30: In-class essay (Part 2) and any leftover presentations
I expect this unit to be a fun unit. Poetry is not as hard as some of you may make it out to be. It’s all about interpretation. I hope we can really think “outside the box” with this unit. Please stay updated with the web site and see me on day 1's or e-mail me if you have any questions.
2

