Writing Movie Reviews and Comparisons to Good Essays
Brainstorming Session
1. If you wanted to see whether a movie is worth your $11 ticket and a few hours out of your time, what would you look for in a movie review (specific movie preferences aside)?

2. Do you have to be a good writer to write a good movie review? What are some things that you can find in a movie review that are also part of a well-composed essay?

Essential Components of a “Good” Movie Review
- Not like a Twitter or Facebook comment. A movie review is a personal, and often times, a professional critique of a movie. Most comments you see online are merely individuals expressing their own opinions. Opinions vs. critique/review.

- Of course, the title of the movie is essential.

- Usually, the review opens with some sort of “punch-line” or one word summation that hooks the attention of the reader. It could be a quote from the movie, a memorable scene (“I’ll never forget when I saw Pandora for the first time in James Cameron’s Avatar.”), or a witty comment that “sums up” the review. A good example: “Rocky 6 is vintage Rocky and shows that the Italian Stallion is still packing a punch.” Often, similes, metaphors, allusions to previous films, puns, and figurative language in general are incorporated to create a catchy, witty comment. This is much like a good thesis/opening to an essay.
- Paragraph #1 (The Basics): Title, starring actors/actresses, directors and producers (if they are well-known or if they’ve had previous works), setting of the movie, and genre (action, romantic comedy etc.).

- Paragraph #2 (Summary): You will need to write a plot summary for the movie. Do not reveal the ending. Discuss at least 5 events and be sure to cover the entire scope of the movie, except the very end.
- Paragraph #3 (Movie-making): Discuss one aspect of filmmaking. You may choose from acting, direction, editing, costume design, set design, photography, background music, or anything else you may think of. Be sure that you are specific and cite examples from the movie.
- Paragraph #4 (Movie-making Part 2): Discuss another aspect of filmmaking. You may choose from acting, direction, editing, costume design, set design, photography, background music, or anything else you may think of, but obviously choose something different from what you discussed in the previous paragraph. Be sure that you are specific and cite examples from the movie. Paragraphs 2 – 4 are your body paragraphs. They make up the meat of the review. #3 and #4 require your personal opinion, insight, and critique. I would say commenting on the script is a good one as well for the movie-making portion. CITE EXAMPLES – SUPPORT!

- Paragraph #5 (The Sum-up): Give your overall reaction to the film as well as your opinion on the quality of the film. Also include your recommendations for potential viewers. This part is the conclusion part of your review. Make sure you wrap up, sum up everything that you’ve discussed so far and make your recommendation. Like the intro, a lot of creativity, wit and humour are commonly used here. For example, “Watching Rocky 6 will literally make hairs grow out of your chest when it’s over. The macho factor just blows the roof off.” Another example: “Anybody who is expecting ‘insert movie name’ here to exceed their expectations is probably someone who thinks the Phoenix Suns are going to win the Western Conference.” LOL.

Exemplar
“Life is like a box of chocolates. You never know what you’re gonna get.” However, when you watch Forrest Gump starring Tom Hanks as Forrest and Robin Wright as Jenny, you know you are going to get a lot of laughs and even a few tears. The screenplay for the 1994 movie was written by Eric Roth, based on the novel by Winston Groom. The story follows Forrest through 30 years of trials and tribulations, placing Forrest within historical moments of history, and in pursuit of his one dream–his “most special friend,” Jenny. According to the Washington Post, Forrest Gump won Oscar awards for Best Picture, Best Actor (Hanks), Best Director (Robert Zemeckis), Film Editing, Visual Effects and Adapted Screenplay. The movie was well deserving of these awards since the acting and the visual effects were extraordinary.

The films’ actors success in portraying their characters is a major factor in the film’s awards. Tom Hanks and Robin Wright worked well together, just like “peas and carrots.” The on-screen chemistry between the two was phenomenal. I felt a real connection between the two, finding myself mad at Jenny when she blew Forrest off and in tears when he told her that he was heading to Vietnam. Mokui’s Movie Review states “Tom Hanks IS Forrest Gump…He breathes life into the guy and you will feel what Forrest feels” (1994, par 1). James Berardinelli states, “Robin Wright gives the best performance of her career, surpassing what she accomplished in The Playboys” (1994, par2). Another performance that stands out is that of Gary Sinise. Sinise plays the part of Lieutenant Dan Taylor, whose life is saved by Forrest during the Vietnam War. James Berardinelli writes, “In this movie, his Lieutenant Dan Taylor is riveting” (1994, par 3). I thought that Sinise was quite convincing with his emotions throughout the movie, as if he was really a disabled vet who had lost both legs in the war.

The movie opens with a feather floating down over the city, landing at Forrest’s feet. Near the end of the story, Forrest questions, “Do we each have a destiny - or do we just float around accidental, like on a breeze?” As you are contemplating this question, the feather reappears and floats through the countryside right up into the ending credits.

