ENGLISH 12 MOVIE REVIEW ESSAY DETAILS
Introduction
1. You are required to come up with an ORIGINAL movie review essay based on a movie of your own choosing. In essence, this will be a personal opinion essay (unlike what you did for your book reviews).

2. Therefore, proper essay guidelines should be followed (i.e. intro and conclusion). For this particular assignment, I am requiring at least 5 paragraphs. You will learn further about this in class. Should you require more assistance, refer to the “Movie Review Lesson” file available for download in the “Mixed Bag” section of the web site.

3. Although your review will be in essay format, it will not be marked according to the usual 6-point marking scale. This is, after all, a movie review. The essay format allows you to get another chance to practice essay writing before your provincials, that’s all. Your review will be marked paragraph by paragraph (separate components similar to the way your book review was marked).
4. This essay is essentially your own personal opinion on a particular movie. You are critiquing a given film and giving a verdict on whether or not it is watchable. While some of you may simply watch a favourite movie again, others may actually go and see something new and find out that it stinks or decide to write on a hated film. You could definitely watch a movie again (if you’ve seen it before) but I recommend watching a totally new film. What a nice excuse to go see or rent a movie for a school assignment!
5. While this essay will largely be written with your own opinion, I’d like you to supplement it with credible reviews or opinions from other sources. Much like what you did with your book reviews, I’d like you to incorporate other film critics’ views into your piece. Whether you agree or disagree with them is completely up to you.
6. I can’t stress the word ORIGINAL enough. Because of the nature of this assignment (as with the book reviews), it is very easy to find a summary or other opinions online (especially with timeless classics) and “paraphrase” the whole thing. I will Google random parts of your movie review to see if any matches come up. I’ve picked up on these things before.
7. CRITERIA (refer to rubric for more details): The essay should be a minimum of 400 words (500 words is decent) to about 600 MAX! It should be double-spaced. No cover page is necessary. However, a works cited page is mandatory. This should be a fun exercise for you to pick a movie and look at it with a critical eye, not to mention have a final chance in grade 12 to work on your essay writing.
