Hsu, EN 12

ENGLISH 10 MICE & MEN UNIT OVERVIEW & OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

The novel that we will be studying for our English 12 novel unit is Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck. Perhaps regarded as Steinbeck’s most famous work (certainly one of his more controversial pieces), Mice is a novella (essentially, a short novel) which addresses a variety of social issues. The short, 107-page story is a quick and fairly straightforward read but encompasses several important themes and ideas that can provoke discussion upon discussion. The novels themes range from dreams and aspirations to loneliness to racism and classist exclusion, which, arguably, still exist in one form or another in our world today.

“In every bit of honest writing in the world there is a base theme. Try to understand men, if you understand each other you will be kind to each other. Knowing a man well never leads to hate and nearly always leads to love. There are shorter means, many of them. There is writing promoting social change, writing punishing injustice, writing in celebration of heroism, but always that base theme. Try to understand each other.” – John Steinbeck

The above quote from Steinbeck epitomizes the central idea or purpose behind his novella. There is a reason why the word “men” is included in the title (“men” taken to encompass all humankind). Above anything else, Of Mice and Men is a tale inspired by humanity. I want you to focus on the different themes of the story as we progress through the unit (roughly one theme will be examined in depth per class/chapter). We will also be looking at Steinbeck’s use of characterization and imagery in the novel, and the way he creates a living, breathing environment set during the time of the Great Depression in California.
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE UNIT
* Of Mice and Men (you MUST sign out a copy upon the RETURN of your Lear text)
ASSESSMENT/MARKS BREAKDOWN
1. Reading Quiz/Response (Quiz Mark)
/ Marks TBA (Term 2)
2. In-class Essay (Representing mark, 1 period)
/ 12 marks (Term 2)
3. Novel Lit Terms Quiz (Quiz Mark)
/ Marks TBA (Term 3)
4. Pair/Trio Novel Unit Project (Representing mark)
/ Mark & Details TBA
5. Participation/Work Habits
/ Ongoing (Term 2, 3)
UNIT SCHEDULE
Feb. 16: Lear wrap-up, Mice intro
Feb. 18: p. 1 – p. 37 (George & Lennie)
Feb. 22: p. 38 – p. 65 (Social hierarchies)
Feb. 24: Reading quiz, p. 66 – 83
Feb. 26: p. 84 – 98 (Loneliness and companionship)
Mar. 2: Finish novel (Dreams)
Mar. 4: In-class essay (75 min.)
!! SPRING BREAK !! KEEP UNIT PROJECTS IN MIND.
Mar. 15: Mice Themes Review*
Mar. 17: Novel lit terms quiz **
Mar. 19: Unit projects DUE (return books)
***
NOTES
* Depending on how fast we move through the novel (comprehension, discussions etc.), we may have a chance to watch the first part of the movie.
** We may be able to watch the rest of the movie adaptation in this class.
*** We may only have 10 classes for this unit (which is quite short, really). It may be extended by another class or two if I decide to incorporate a little bit of poetry and other media or genres into the unit – to be determined. The text itself is very short, and you are encouraged to read ahead whenever possible. What is certain, however, is that all the relevant assessments are due on their respective dates. Please keep in mind that HALF of the unit’s assessment will belong to Term 2 and the latter HALF will be belong to Term 3.
Remember, check the course web site frequently and contact me if you have any questions. Also, remember that I am only at DT on Day 1’s so plan on making up assignments or presentations accordingly.
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