S.Hsu, Mandarin 12, Block 1-4

Mandarin 12 Unit 2 Project: Vacation/Trip Log

INTRODUCTION


For your previous project, you worked in groups to create travel brochures to a potential vacation destination. For this project, you will expand on the previous project to give us a “hands on” account of your trip. The general idea for this project is that you will plan a trip to a specific destination which has to involve a plane trip (so we can incorporate some of the plane and ticket purchasing terminology). You will work in groups of 4 or 5 (the same groups if you like) to create a comprehensive travel log of your experience so others will be able to follow you on the same path. Imagine this project as a sort of travel blog: you are sharing your travel (real or hypothetical) experience with others so they can retrace the steps you took. You do not necessarily have do this project on the same country.


As with your previous assignment, there will be a visual/written component and a presentation/ skit component. BOTH THE TRAVEL LOG AND THE SKIT MUST BE IN MANDARIN, OF COURSE.

ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN/RUBRIC

TRAVEL LOG (VISUAL/WRITTEN COMPONENT)
/ 50

1. Visuals and Presentation (including map routes, pictures, design etc.)
/ 10

2. Letter/e-mail home updating family and friends re: trip
/ 10

3. Transportation Critique (comment on tickets, plane schedules etc.)
/ 10

4. Travel Tips (discuss packing, what to bring and watch out for)
/ 10

5. Map outlining your trip (with notes on important spots and what you can do)
/ 10

TRAVEL EXPERIENCE SKIT
/ 40

1. Script (length, clarity and coherence, makes sense)
/ 10

2. Pronunciation
/ 10

3. Fluidity and Smoothness (well rehearsed and prepared)
/ 10

4. Overall Presentation and Perceived Effort
/ 10

TOTAL:
/ 90

PROJECT DUE DATE

* YOU ARE TO ACT OUT THE SKIT (3 – 5 MIN.) AND HAND IN YOUR BROCHURE ON NOVEMBER 24TH. ALL GROUPS MUST BE READY TO PRESENT ON THIS DAY.

SPECIFIC CRITERIA/DETAILS & POINTERS

Travel Log Letter/E-mail: You are writing a letter/e-mail to a family member or friend about your trip and where you are staying. Discuss your trip itinerary (the places you've been, where you've stayed, if you stayed with family, friends etc.). What I am looking for is similar to what you can find in the text of Chapter 2.1 (but your OWN original work, of course). Length: 100 characters min. (150 max)

Transportation Critique: Most of Unit 2 has to do with transportation and how you would get from point A to B (and what you do along the way). The reason why I wanted you to pick a destination you can reach by flight is because I want you to use the plane/airline terminology/vocab from Unit 2. You should discuss alternative modes of transportation or different modes of transportation at your travel destination as well (bus routes, train schedules etc.). The reason it's called a critique is because I want you to actually comment on the quality of transportation. Be creative. Discuss whether or not trains are crowded or the quality of the airports. Tell me if a sightseeing location is hard to reach by road or if your cousin's home in the countryside can only be reached by plane. Length: 100 characters min. (150 max)

Travel Tips: For this portion of the project, you will be offering travel tips to aspiring travellers. Please discuss things such as: clothes to/not to bring, other items to pack (essentials or things to entertain you on a long flight), where you can get food, good/bad hotels, comfort levels at the hotels, prices (i.e. Europe and Japan are expensive places). Basically, you are commenting on your trip and offering tips and advice to other would-be travellers. Length: 100 characters min. (150 max)

Map of Trip: This is the most visual portion of your project. You will have to find maps or pictures of the places you visit on your trip or your actual route. Google Earth, Maps, or Images are very good bets. Trace your trip and make little notes on specific locations of interest. For example, if you stayed at a very comfortable hotel (label “comfortable” in Mandarin) on the map. Length: Your “notes” should be no longer than 50 characters combined – little things here and there is fine, but make sure your map works so that people are able to retrace/follow your steps through a city/country.

Travel Experience Skit: Basically, two or more people are hanging out and sharing their travel experiences. You could be hanging out at a hostel or classroom and discussing your travel experiences to ONE specific destination. Again, if you did your brochure on Japan, you do not have to pick a city or place in Japan for this project (but you could).

Script Length: Much like your last skit, your script should draw from your travel log component BUT IT SHOULDN'T BE WORD FOR WORD! YOUR SKIT SHOULD RUN ROUGHLY BETWEEN A MINIMUM OF 3 TO 5 MIN., BECAUSE I EXPECT YOU WILL HAVE MORE TO DISCUSS THIS TIME AROUND. AGAIN, FIGURE OUT HOW MANY CHARACTERS THAT WILL TAKE ON YOUR OWN.

- Once again, please make sure that the content of the skit is classroom appropriate. You will be marked on pronunciation and how well you rehearse for your skit. I will be tougher on preparedness and pronunciation this time around, since you all know what to expect from me now. Again, make it sound NATURAL.
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