Hsu, EN 12

ENGLISH 12 DRAMA UNIT OVERVIEW & OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

The play that we will be studying for our English 12 drama unit is King Lear by William Shakespeare. The story of Lear is an extremely tragic one. It is a tale of malicious greed and deception amongst family members. There is certainly no lack of scenes containing sorrow, heartbreak, and violence. However, to use the cliché, there is a light at the end of the tunnel in Lear. Ultimately, it is a play about sight and seeing, about truth, and about redemption.

When studying dramatic works such as King Lear, there are various elements that I would like you to focus on. The elements are (but not limited to): the structure of a dramatic literary piece, the historical and cultural contexts behind the piece, the language itself (i.e. Shakespeare’s iambic pentameter), characters and characterization, and dramatic forms and devices (i.e. comedy in the form of humour and wit, effects of soliloquies and stage directions). Playwrights and movie script-writers, especially during the pre-CG effects era, needed to be much more detailed and imaginative with their manipulation of the language. Please keep the above elements in mind as we go through the unit or in preparation for unit assessments.
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE UNIT
* King Lear (there should be enough copies for everyone to SIGN OUT and take home)
ASSESSMENT/MARKS BREAKDOWN
1. Reading Quiz/Response (Representing mark)
/ 15% (roughly)
2. Drama Literary Terms Quiz (Quiz mark)
/ 15% (roughly)
3. Book Review (Representing mark)
/ 25% (roughly)
4. In-class Essay (Representing mark, 2 periods)
/ 45% (roughly)
5. Participation/Work Habits
/ Ongoing
UNIT SCHEDULE
Jan. 4: Book Sign-out
Jan. 6: Unit & Project Intro, I.i. & I.ii
Jan. 8: I.iii – I.iv
Jan. 12: I.v – II.ii
Jan. 14: II.iii & II.iv, group work time
Jan. 18: Reading quiz, III.i – III.v
Jan. 20: III.vi – IV.i
Jan. 22: IV.ii – IV.v, group work time
Jan. 26: Lit terms quiz, finish Act IV
Jan. 28: V.i & V.ii
Feb. 1: V.iii, Lear wrap-up
Feb. 3: Project presentations #1
Feb. 5: Project presentations #2
Feb. 9: In-class essay #1
Feb. 11: In-class essay #2 (Book reviews due)
Remember, check the course web site frequently and contact me if you have any questions. Also, remember that I am only at DT on Day 1’s so plan on making up assignments or presentations accordingly.
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