English 10 In-Class “Mock-Provincial” Essay Topics & Criteria
1. What is your definition of success? Who is successful? What qualities contribute or determine success?

2. “No pain, no gain.” Discuss the idea/notion that nothing easy is really worth doing and that hardship and trials promote growth and maturity.

3. Satisfaction comes from helping others. In the world we live in today, selfishness often prevails. However, we all have frequent opportunities to extend to helping hand. What makes people want to help others? What is it about helping people gives you satisfaction (or other feeling)?

Essay Criteria:
- The essay is to be written IN-CLASS on May 20, 2010 (75 min. class)
- You won’t be allowed notes or books (nor do you need any).

- I’m looking for personal opinion and insight, in addition to writing level and ability.

- Please write with a dark-coloured PEN.
- Please SUPPLY YOUR PAPER.

- Your essay will be marked out of 6 (according to the provincial exam rubric). The mark will be doubled in terms of final weighting, so the actual weight of the essay will be out of 12.

- I will be looking for a rough outline (as we discussed in class, with the Intro, Body paragraphs, and Conclusion). It will be for a completion mark of two (2 = complete, 1 = some type of planning, 0 = none or barely any planning).

- This is your last essay for the year. It’s meant to showcase and test how much you’ve learned about writing over the course of the year (and from previous years).

Tips:

- Have an original thesis showing personal insight!

- Remember the three C’s of writing: Clarity, Cohesiveness, and Creativity!

- Remember to support your thesis with plenty of examples.
