How to write a found poem

A found poem uses language from non-poetic contexts and turns it into poetry. Think of a collage -- visual artists take scraps of newspaper, cloth, feathers, bottle caps, and create magic. You can do the same with language and poems. 

Writing this type of poetry is a kind of treasure hunt. Search for interesting scraps of language, then put them together in different ways and see what comes out. Putting seemingly unrelated things together can create a kind of chemical spark, leading to surprising results. 

You might end up rewriting the poem in the end and taking all the found language out, or you might keep the found scraps of language almost in their original form. Either way, found language is a great way to jolt your imagination. 

There are no rules for found poetry, as long as you are careful to respect copyright.

Here are some potential sources of "treasure":
· instruction books, recipes

· horoscopes, fortune cookies

· bulletin boards

· science, math, or social science textbooks

· dictionaries

· graffiti

· pieces of letters, post cards, phone messages, notes you've written for yourself

· grocery lists, lists of all kinds

· spam e-mails (Well, they've got to be good for something. But be careful not to click on any suspicious links!)
INSTRUCTIONS: Using sources from the Internet or any sort of text or visuals around the classroom, “piece together” and create your own “found poem”. Your poem should have a minimum of 10 lines of any verse scheme and be on any topic of your own choosing. It could even be pieced together from song lyrics from a song you like to listen to. The key to is take lines from the text you see around you and merge it with your own lines to create “original” work.
