Unit Project: Introducing My Family


For the final unit project, students will have a three-part assignment. Students will work individually and will not need to do any research, except perhaps consulting family members. A mark will also be given for the oral presentation of the assignment upon completion of the unit.

The first component of the assignment is going to be the handwritten and hand-decorated, more traditional poster portion. Even though most students can easily gain access to programs which allow them to type in Chinese on computers, I still believe that teaching students to physically write in a language is an extremely important and essential endeavour. Even though the bulk of the assignment will involve using some form of computer and internet technology, I still believe firmly in traditional pen/pencil and paper methods. 

For the poster, students will be required create a family tree of the student’s immediate and extended family. They will include 5 family members (I would encourage students to include pets as family members) and give at least: 1) the family member’s relation to the student and name, 2) the family member’s name, 3) the family member’s occupation, and 4) a trait or traits which describes the person (or pet). That will be the main written portion of the poster. The other component of the poster will require students to do some research on their family name (following up on the UBC CKJ Dictionary activity, refer to lesson #4). Students will demonstrate the stroke order of the character for their family name and write a passage (in English) about the meaning and history behind their surname.


The second part of the three-part assignment is the Pixton portion. Students will already have been exposed to Pixton by this point in the year and also previously in the unit. They will have to create a basic three-panel digital comic using Pixton to represent a typical conversation between family members in their household. This may require them to do a little extra work in terms of research as they may encounter or may wish to use vocabulary that they have not previously been exposed to (since this unit is meant for beginner level students halfway through a first-year course). Of course, the teacher should make him or herself available as a source for research and as a guide to point students in the right direction. This portion will probably require the most work on the teacher’s behalf.


The third component of the unit project is the Google Maps portion. As discussed previously, many students taking Chinese will come from a Chinese heritage background. Many of them will have family living all over the world, and that’s not to say non-Chinese heritage students have families that all live in the Lower Mainland. Therefore, this somewhat unique situation may allow for the implementation of a fun Google Maps side activity as part of the unit project. Prior to the unit, students should have already been instructed on how to use Google applications and the teacher should have already set the students up with Google accounts at the beginning of the school year. Students will be required to log onto Google Maps and put place markers where their family members live around the world and write a few sentences about each family member and their relevant location. Again, like the Pixton portion, students can easily draw on their previously learned Chinese knowledge in the classroom and they have the opportunity for further research if they choose to do so.


Students will definitely need access to computers and the internet. If necessary and possible, computer labs can be booked ahead of time (perhaps one class for work). The teacher must have access to a computer (school or his or her own laptop, perhaps) and some sort of internet connection for students to use for assignment purposes. As part of the unit project, students will also need to present their posters and either their Pixton or Google Maps portion of their project within a time frame of 3, perhaps 5 minutes, which means that a digital projector must be needed and it must be able to connect to a computer/laptop with internet access.
Breakdown of Marks / Marking Scheme for the Family Unit Project

1. Poster Component
/ 40


- 5 Family Members & Info
/ 20


- Family Name Information
/ 10


- Character Accuracy & Language
/ 5


- Originality and Creativity
/ 5

2. Pixton Component
/ 20


- Three-Panel Comic Completed
/ 5


- Character Accuracy & Language
/ 10


- Originality and Creativity
/ 5

3. Google Maps Component
/ 20


- 3 Relatives/Families Location & Info
/ 10


- Character Accuracy & Language
/ 5


- Originality and Creativity
/ 5

4. Oral Presentation Component
/ 20


- Refer to Oral Rubric below (p.18)
/ 20

Unit Project Total
/ 100
