Writing Lesson #2: Ethos, Pathos, Logos (Rhetoric), Take-home Essay specific tips

The Art of Rhetoric

- Rhetoric can be defined as “the art of speaking or writing effectively” (according to Webster's dictionary)

- Aristotle, famed philosopher, was the one who came up with the three different methods of effective rhetoric: ethos, pathos, and logos.

- Rhetoric can be an umbrella, general term for good writing, but usually it is mentioned in conjunction or in relation to persuasive and argumentative writing

- Debating is a good example. A good debater is a master of rhetoric.

- Ethos, logos, and pathos: the trifecta

Ethos

- Ethos appeals to the audience/reader's sense or morality (think ethics). It appeals to the ethical or moral character of the speaker.

- Purpose of ethos is two-fold: You want the audience to see you as a credible, morally righteous individual and by doing so, you ALSO appeal to their own set of ethics.

- You want to establish that you have the “high” or “right” moral ground and that you are taking the ethical stance. At the same time, you want to convince the readers that “an ethical person would take my side”.

- Ethos may also depend on your authority and your expertise on the subject matter. If you are writing on a topic that is personally applicable to you or that you have extensive knowledge of, that's huge “ethos” points right there.

- Example 1: Eating dogs is wrong because they are meant to be our companions, not our food. Would you eat your own friend?

- Example 2: Over the many years that I've played the sport, I've learned that....

- Example 3: Even the Pope himself said that....

Pathos

- Pathos appeals to the audience/reader's emotions (think sympathy). You're trying to get the reader to become emotionally invested and “stir things up”.

- Very powerful (perhaps the most powerful of the three) IF USED PROPERLY. One has to be careful not to rely too much on pathos. Too much pathos = an emotional rant. Not every effective if used on its own; best used in conjunction with other methods of rhetoric.

- NOT EFFECTIVE for ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAYS, but EXTREMELY EFFECTIVE for PERSUASIVE ESSAYS

- Advertisers and the media are the masters of this technique. If you are writing about a social issue, try watching an advocacy campaign ad for or against your cause/stance to get a good idea of what pathos is about.

- Anger and sympathy (or pity) work quite well here. If you want people to disagree with something, appeal to their emotion of anger. If you want people to agree with something or be sympathetic to your cause, appeal to their sense of sympathy and pity.

- Speech-writers for politicians and world leaders are particularly good at this technique as well

- Example 1: We all have or have had pets at some point in our lives (or at least know someone who does). How would you feel if someone served up little Rufus or Roxy on a plate in little nuggets and asked you “Would you like some ketchup with that?”

- Example 2: Did you hear the story about the senior who got the stuffings kicked out of him just for trying to stop a schoolyard fight? That's just plain disgusting, don't you think?

- In general: How would you feel if..., What if it was your....

Logos

- Logos appeals to the audience/reader's sense of reasoning (think logic). You're trying to convince people to see things your way by trying to “show them the facts”.

- It's like Elaine in Seinfeld saying: “It's not me talking, it's SCIENCE!”

- If pathos is the best technique for a persuasive essay, then logos is the MOST USEFUL for ARGUMENT essays.

- Think of yourself as a lawyer or a prosecutor trying to build a case against or defend someone: You need solid stats and facts to back up your claim.

- Very useful for topics that have plenty of supporting evidence to back it up. Over-use of this technique, however, can lead to a very “dry” piece and will read like a statistical report.

- Use of inductive and deductive reasoning (review in class using Act of Writing)

- Inductive: You formulate a thesis or a grand idea from examples. The idea here is to use a bunch of examples and say: All these lead to one conclusion (upside down pyramid).

- Deductive: You go from general assumptions and see if specific examples “match up” (pyramid). You already have a well-developed general idea, and you derive examples from it. Example: All dogs have tails. A Doberman has a tail. Therefore, a Doberman is a dog.

- Look at the above example. What is faulty about it?

- USE STATISTICS, RESEARCHED FACTS, STUDIES, SURVEY INFO ETC.

- Example 1: According to Statistics Canada, 10% of...

- Example 2: If one were to look at the results of the survey, one would be able to come to the conclusion that most people agree that the Lakers will win the NBA championship.

- Example 3: Studies conducted in pharmaceutical laboratories in Sweden show...

* BEST ADVICE: USE ALL THREE WHENEVER POSSIBLE. THINK TRIANGLE OFFENSE! YOU ARE TRIANGULATING THE COORDINATES! Of course, certain techniques lend themselves to certain types of essays.

Take-Home Essay Specific Tips

1. If you are doing Topic #1, make sure you remember to include an external source to lend your essay more credibility.

2. The above is even more applicable for those doing Topic #2 (which is the majority of you). Your topic is essentially one that requires research. Strengthen your argument/persuasion with plenty of sources which help with the credibility of your claim.

3. MAKE YOUR THESIS AS SPECIFIC AS POSSIBLE. 500 – 700 words is NOT A LOT, so the more specific you can be, the better. This is the biggest challenge of this assignment: Getting things condensed down to within 700 words. If you are writing about body image, for example, make sure you pick a specific gender, or perhaps even a specific age group, or specific aspect of body image (muscle tone, hip-to-waist ratio, facial plastic surgery etc.).

4. For those doing Topic #1 (in regards to the above tip), you will have less of an issue with length, but make sure your idea is original. I will be looking at how well you connect with the text and use support to strengthen your ideas.

5. Remember to TYPE UP the assignment and SUPPLY A WORKS CITED PAGE.
