English 12 Provincial Exam Success Guide
BEST WAY TO STUDY AND FIND DETAILS
- Go to the BC Government web site: www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams and navigate your way through. Click “Sample Exams” to find examples you can practice with. THIS IS THE MOST HIGHLY RECOMMENDED WAY TO PRACTICE FOR THE EXAM.
DETAILS & BREAKDOWN
- Given to you on the first/cover page of the exam: You can expect 22 M/C questions and 3 written-response questions.

- Exam time is 2 hours but up to an hour will be permitted.

- FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS ON THE BOOKLET EXACTLY. Especially when it comes to filling things in (you don’t want to lose big on a technicality).
- Part A involves Reading Comprehension and it uses a Stand-Alone text (most likely something that you’ll have never seen before). In most cases it is a poem but it is usually something that is short (if it is a piece of composition, such as “The Ode to the User-Friendly Pencil”).
- Part B involves Reading Comprehension as well and it uses Synthesis texts (plural). There will now be two things you will have to read. Sometimes it is an article or an excerpt from a novel/short story. Again, you should not try to hunt these pieces down because chances are it will be something you’ve never seen before. The idea (as suggested by the title of this section – synthesis texts) is that these two pieces are somewhat related.

- M/C questions will follow the Stand-Alone text and the Synthesis texts (both of them). Part C involves putting both of the Synthesis texts together (with some combined M/C and written response).
- For Part A, the written response should be in paragraph format. READ THE QUESTION CAREFULLY. FOR EXAMPLE, IT SHOULD BE AT LEAST 150 WORDS.

- For Part C, the written response should be in a multi-paragraph composition format (that means a minimum of 3 or more paragraphs). AGAIN, WATCH LENGTH AS IT SHOULD BE AT LEAST 300 WORDS LONG.
- There does not appear to be a MAXIMUM word limit to the length of the written responses. I WILL DOUBLE CHECK AND GET BACK TO YOU ALL ON THIS. ANOTHER THING – EVEN IF THERE ISN’T A WORD LIMIT, DON’T SPEND TOO MUCH TIME ON THE RESPONSES.

- Part A, the minimum 150 word response for a paragraph shouldn’t perhaps be less than 300 words.

- Part C, the minimum 300 word response should perhaps remain within 500 words MAX.

- Part D is the ORIGINAL COMPOSITION PART. Again, multi-paragraph and at least 300 words. You may use any appropriate method of development incl. exposition, persuasion/argument, description and narration.
- We covered persuasion and argument in depth with the art of rhetoric (ethos, pathos, logos). Description obviously employs a lot of imagery and narration is telling a story. Exposition is like an analysis of something. Exposition means to explain. For example, the types of essays you wrote on Mice and Lear were exposition essays. Essays that tell you to define an idea or concept are expository. Explaining pros and cons of something can be expository, but you can argue a particular side (so the lines can be blurred). WHICH MEANS YOU COMBINE DIFFERENT ASPECTS (IF THEY ARE APPLICABLE OR WHEN ONE METHOD OF DEVELOPMENT EASILY LENDS ITSELF TO ANOTHER).
- Part D Composition Sample Topics/Prompts: “With independence comes greater responsibility” and “Each generation has something valuable to offer”.

- REMEMBER TO ENTER IN YOUR RESPONSE BOOKLET AND READ ALL INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY! I CAN’T STRESS THIS ENOUGH! DON’T PULL A WEBBER!

TEST WEIGHTING
- The provincial exam WILL MAKE UP 40% of your year’s mark.

- Part A is worth 23%

- Part B is worth 16%

- Part C is worth 31%

- Part D is worth 30%

- BE SMART ABOUT EXAM-TAKING.
COMMON WRITING MISTAKES TO WATCH OUT FOR
- Look over the editing checklist BEFORE YOUR EXAM (don’t bring it to the actual exam, of course).

- Remember the 3 C’s (Clarity, Cohesion, and Creativity).

- Watch out for tense, SVA, run-ons and fragments, sing. vs. pl., caps, diction, punctuation.
STUDYING/EXAM TAKING TIPS
- Go online and do some practice exams (especially the M/C portion). Writing is tough to study for.
- Go over the notes on the course web site, especially in the sections under “Provincial Exams” (lit terms) and “Mixed Bag” (focus on writing this term).

- Get a good night’s sleep before the exam. Hard not to stress but you have to stay calm under pressure.

- Most of you have a solid enough cushion with the course mark.
