English 12 Poetry Unit Test (May 10th) Format and Details
Test Format

1. Multiple Choice (16 questions)
/ 8 marks

2. Short Answer (a brand new poem, skill-testing)
/ 10 marks

3. Paragraph Responses (two in total, out of 6 each)
/ 12 marks
Total: 30 marks (will be halved to 15 in terms of weighting)
Materials Covered

Poems not found within Inside Poetry text:
· “To a Mouse” by Robert Burns
· “Introduction to Poetry” by Billy Collins
· “Recipe for Life” by Muhammad Ali
· “Fast Break” by Edward Hirsch
· “And Tomorrow” by Tupac Shakur
· “Following a Stream” by David Wagoner
Poems from the Inside Poetry text:
· “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love” by Christopher Marlowe
· “The World is Too Much with Us” by William Wordsworth
· “Graduation Evening” by Elizabeth Brewster
· “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost
· “Sound” by Jim Harrison
· “Sonnet 18” by William Shakespeare (not directly covered but covered through presentations and discussed briefly during lesson on sonnets)
1. Regarding the above poems: The two lists basically sum up every single poem we’ve studied in class so far. While some poems will get at least one question referring to it on the exam, there is no guarantee which one will or will not be on the exam. Inside Poetry texts will be available to you on the day of the exam, and I will print out only copies of the supplementary poems that are needed for the test. You want to make sure you study or at least re-read each poem.
2. I’ve set aside an entire block for the exam, although some (or most) of you should finish the exam within an hour. Of course, how long you take will largely depend on how long you spend writing or editing your two paragraph responses. The M/C and S/A section shouldn’t take any more than 20 minutes.
3. The paragraph responses will allow you some creative freedom but the questions will be somewhat specific. I want you to look at specific poem pairings, literary devices and/or forms. Example: I will probably ask you to write a paragraph about a specific poetic device contained within Poem A and Poem B.

4. The “never-before-seen” poem for the S/A section will be put up on the O/H for about 20 – 30 minutes so everyone can refer to it. You will be able to write everything on the test itself.
Poetry Literary Terms
- You should know most of the poetry lit terms from the previous poetry lit terms quiz. While most of them may not be testable, I am expecting that most of them are “common knowledge” by this point. If you didn’t do too well on the past lit terms quiz, you may want to brush up on those terms.

- The presentation project poetic devices/forms will be fair game on the exam. There may even be a paragraph response question based on one of them *hint hint*. Make sure you go over my notes and the notes (that you should’ve taken) during your classmates’ presentations. The poetic devices/forms are also equally likely to appear on an M/C or S/A question.

- The presentation poetic devices/forms are: Imagery, analogy, meter, sonnet, found poetry, extended metaphor, alliteration and cacophony, assonance and consonance.
Idea/Philosophy behind Poetry Test

I don’t usually like to give tests for senior grade levels (especially not ones with M/C questions). The test is worth 15 marks, and can easily be worth much more. It will likely only touch the surface of what we’ve learned in the past unit. Everything is covered, yet not nearly as much will be asked on the exam. However, in order to ensure a good mark, you will need to cover all the material.

Testing for results isn’t exactly the most important part (although it holds significant importance in terms for marking purposes). It’s the process of studying and reviewing, reflecting on what we’ve learned in the past unit. Every supplementary poem (not in the text) is posted on the web site. Make sure you know your poems and go over your notes and you’ll be absolutely fine.
