English 11 Poetry Unit Essay

INTRODUCTION & PROJECT RATIONALE
	To reflect the demands of “new abnormal” times that we are currently living in, there has been an overhaul of the original poetry unit. Online learning places much more of the onus on YOU to complete assignments and listen to the pre-recorded lessons at appropriate times.
	Quizzes and tests are no longer an option for the online classroom so that leaves primarily projects and writing as primary forms of major assessment. This essay will require you to work INDIVIDUALLY to dissect the poetry and songs of the unit. There will be a lesson “chunk” accompanying each poem and song – not going to give you all the answers but enough to get exploration started.
 	This is not your usual 75-minute, in-class essay. It is actually an assignment much more similar to what you would expect to find in a post-secondary English course. You are required to draw from multiple sources from our unit and bring in external sources to supplement your writing.

YOUR TASK
	You will be exposed to a variety of poems and songs throughout the course of the unit. You will select AT LEAST TWO SOURCES FROM THE LIST BELOW. Your external sources can be other poems, songs, movies, books, or you can even draw from personal or anecdotal experience. The important thing to remember when choosing is THE TOPIC/THEME OF YOUR ESSAY. You have to come up with a relevant, common thread that connects all of the sources at your disposal. I will ask you to post your topic/theme in a discussion thread.

LIST OF POEMS & SONGS – you MUST SELECT ONE POEM AND ONE SONG

Poems: “Ordinary Life” by Barbara Crooker, “Wordsmith” by Susan Young, “North Slope Borough” by Erika Meitner, “London” by William Blake, “Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Fishing on the Susquehanna in July” by Billy Collins, “Dreams” by Langston Hughes, “Equality” by Maya Angelou, “Empire of Dreams” by Charles Simic

* List of songs continue on the next page

Songs/Spoken Word Performances: “Patience” by Damian Marley ft. Nas, “Like Home” by Eminem ft. Alicia Keys, “Family Business” by Kanye West, “Homecoming” by Kanye West ft. Chris Martin, “Love Yourz” by J Cole, “Lonely People” by Talib Kweli, “Farewell” by J Cole, “Me Against the World” by Tupac Shakur, “Never Let You Down” by Kanye West ft. Jay-Z & Saul Williams

ASSIGNMENT TIMELINE/MARKING BREAKDOWN

1. Apr. 24: Sources and Topic Selected – Post on Teams (Completion)	/ 5
2. May 1: Essay Due (make sure you reference sources)	/ 6 x 5

* Ms. Rance (the student teacher/teacher candidate working with me) will have some lessons and assignments for you if she is to continue with her practicum. We are currently awaiting further information but if she is to continue, expect an assignment from her as part of the poetry unit.
