English 10 Short Stories Unit Test (May 4th) Details and Study Guidelines

Test Format

1. Multiple Choice (20 questions)
/ 10 marks

2. Short Answer
/ 10 marks

3. Paragraph Response
/ 6 marks

Total: 26 marks (Representing mark)

Materials Covered

1. From Inside Stories II textbook: 

· “Ashes for the Wind” (Tellez)

· “Harrison Bergeron” (Vonnegut Jr.) 

· “The Portable Phonograph” (Clark) 

· “North End Faust” (Kleiman) 

· “The Possibility of Evil” (Jackson) 

· “The Lamp at Noon” (Ross)

· “The Metaphor” (Wilson)

· “Fragility” (Shields)

2. Everything from the notes (including literary terms – the ones we went over/reviewed in the first class).

3. If your classmates said something very interesting in their presentations, I may include a question on the exam AS WELL. Chances are, if you know the main ideas, you should know these things.

Study Guidelines

- Make sure that you've READ ALL THE STORIES. If you haven't been keeping up and are leaving things to the last minute, I'm sure you won't enjoy cramming all eight short stories in on one weekend.

- This is somewhat related to the previous statement. Basically, the exam will test you on your understanding of everything we've done so far in the unit. I will be looking to see if you actually comprehend the plot of the story, but more so, I will be looking to see if you can identify and explain some of the major themes and ideas in the stories we've read.

- Although I say that EVERYTHING is covered, I am not looking for minor details. Stories may have very powerful characters, crucial turning points that create irony, significant symbols and other things that help convey the theme or message. I won't be asking you about the specific handicaps that Harrison Bergeron has to deal with or the names of the people who live in Miss Strangeworth's town.

- The paragraph response, as always, will be marked according to the provincial exam marking rubric. You will be marked on your understanding of the stories, as well as the cohesiveness and clarity of your paragraph. Remember what I taught you in class! You need a strong topic sentence (a focused idea), concentrated focus throughout the paragraph, and support! Try to diversify your language!

