English 10 Poetry Unit Essay

INTRODUCTION & PROJECT RATIONALE
	To reflect the demands of “new abnormal” times that we are currently living in, there has been an overhaul of the original poetry unit. Online learning places much more of the onus on YOU to complete assignments and listen to the pre-recorded lessons at appropriate times.
	Quizzes and tests are no longer an option for the online classroom so that leaves primarily projects and writing as primary forms of major assessment. This essay will require you to work INDIVIDUALLY to dissect the poetry and songs of the unit. There will be a lesson “chunk” accompanying each poem and song – not going to give you all the answers but enough to get exploration started.
 	This is not your usual 75-minute, in-class essay. It is actually an assignment much more similar to what you would expect to find in a post-secondary English course. You are required to draw from multiple sources from our unit and bring in external sources to supplement your writing.

YOUR TASK
	You will be exposed to a variety of poems and songs throughout the course of the unit. You will select TWO SOURCES FROM ONE OF THREE LISTS BELOW. The sources (songs & poems) were selected based on their underlying themes and messages. You will be required to compose an essay CONNECTING the SOURCES of your choice based on a suggested topic.

LIST OF POEMS & SONGS

Poems & Songs about Identity & Choices: “Identity” by Julio Noboa Polanco, “The Road not Taken” by Robert Frost, “The Minnow Catching Boys” by Susan Skinner, “Welcome to Forever” by Logic

Topic #1: Personal choices shape identity and pave future paths

Poems & Songs about Image and Power: “Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Identity” by Julio Noboa Polanco, “Phenomenal Woman” by Maya Angelou, “Waving Flag” by K’Naan, “Love Yourz” by J Cole

Topic #2: The image you create for yourself hold tremendous power
Poems & Songs about Relationships: “Wordsmith” by Susan Young, “Sonnet 18” by William Shakespeare, “Human Family” by Maya Angelou, “Family Business” by Kanye West, “Never Let You Down” by Kanye West ft. Jay-Z & Saul Williams, “Knock me Down” by Keri Hilson ft. Ne-Yo and Kanye West

Topic #3: Love is the common thread that connects us to others.


ASSIGNMENT TIMELINE/MARKING BREAKDOWN

1. May 1: Essay Due (make sure you reference sources)	/ 6 x 5
