S. Hsu
ESL Reading 2, Blocks 1-1 – 1-3

ESL READING 2 HALLOWEEN STORY-TELLING PROJECT
Introduction

For your Term 1 project, you will be working in groups of 4 – 5 people (no less than 4). Because your project will be DUE ON OCT. 29 (last class before Halloween on the weekend), your project will require you to tell a scary story. There are students from different countries, cultures, and ethnic backgrounds in our classes. Your goal for the project is to tell a scary story from a specific culture. For example, a classic American ghost story is the one about the “headless horsemen of Sleepy Hollow”. You will also have to provide some questions AND answers for your story FOR your classmates to answer.

Detailed Step-by-step Instructions
1. FORM a group of roughly four or five people. Any less than four is too small.
2. Talk to the people in your group and CHOOSE/PICK a story to write and present to the class. Because we have so many different ethnic backgrounds in an ESL classroom, I want you to pick a scary story from your own culture.
3. After your group has decided on a specific scary tale, the real work begins. You will need to actually WRITE UP the story IN YOUR OWN WORDS. That means you can’t copy and paste the story from the Internet.

4. The scary story you write up doesn’t have to be long. I’m looking for about a page DOUBLE SPACED. If you use count the number of words in Microsoft Word, for example, that would be roughly 300 words, of size 12 font. ONE PAGE ONLY!

5. After you write your story, make sure to PROOFREAD and EDIT for mistakes. Double check your grammar and make sure your sentences make sense. Although this is an ESL Reading class, I am expecting you to take what you learned from your other ESL classes and work on your writing as well, as I often find many mistakes in students’ writing.
6. Your scary story has to be TYPED and PRINTED.
7. This project is specially designed to work with Halloween. Where would the fun be if I read all the stories myself? There will be an ORAL part of the project, which means that you will have to PRESENT the story to other groups.
8. For the ORAL PRESENTATION part of the project, your group basically has to TELL the story to the class. Make sure you bring things (e.g. props) to improve your storytelling. For example, you can turn off the lights and shine a flashlight in your face. If there is a long-haired witch in your story, maybe bring in a wig. Creativity and effort counts!
9. Again, this is an ESL Reading class, but the oral communication part is very important. Part of reading involves reading OUT LOUD. I want to see that you are able to pronounce words correctly.
10. The in-class storytelling will take place on Oct. 29th. PLEASE BE PREPARED TO PRESENT ON THAT DAY. Your storytelling should not take more than 5 minutes.
11. Besides telling your story, your group will have to come up with some reading comprehension questions (much like the questions we work on for Our Own Stories). EACH GROUP should come up with FIVE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
12. I will take all the groups’ questions and answers and I will make a quiz/mini-test out of the questions. This is the SECOND PART of the project. I will take all the questions and answers from each group and give a reading comprehension test based on YOUR OWN STORIES.
13. You will all be able to have a copy of each group’s story to study. I WILL POST EACH GROUP’S STORY ONLINE IF I CAN. Each block, of course, will have different stories and therefore, different quizzes.
14. YOUR STORY AND QUESTIONS ARE DUE ON OCT. 29TH AND YOU SHOULD BE READY TO PRESENT. THE QUIZ WILL TAKE PLACE ON NOV. 8TH, WHERE QUIZ #4 IS ON YOUR ASSESSMENT OUTLINE.
Project Check-list and Marking Details
1. Scary story: 1 page double spaced, around 300 words. Typed.

2. Oral presentation: In-class with props and some acting.

3. Reading Comprehension: 5 questions AND answers from your group (about the story).

4. Reading Comprehension Quiz: Answer Q&A about you and your classmates’ stories.
Story + Oral Presentation: Out of 20 marks total
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