DAVID THOMPSON SECONDARY SCHOOL
1755 East 55th Avenue, Vancouver BC V5P 1Z7

Tel: 604 – 713 – 8278

ESL Reading (Level 2) Course Outline
Teacher: Mr. S. Hsu
E-mail: chhsu@vsb.bc.ca 
Web-site: kobehsu.yolasite.com

OUR MISSION:

By providing programs and activities that are both nurturing and challenging, David Thompson encourages students to realize their creative, intellectual and physical potential and develop the personal and social skills necessary for responsible citizenship in a diverse society.
GOALS:
1. Students will be exposed to a variety of literary genres in order to enhance reading fluency and comprehension skills.
2. Students will be exposed to material and given opportunities to enhance their English vocabulary and learn the usage of literary devices in the English language.
3. Students will be able to extract meaning and understand the social/cultural context from authentic fiction and non-fiction works.
4. Students will improve overall reading ability in order to advance to ESL Reading Level 3.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED:
- 3-ring binder (divided into three distinct sections: course handouts, notes, and vocabulary)

- Writing instruments (blue/black pen, red pen, pencils etc.)
- Dictionary
- School agenda
COURSE CONTENT:
Term 1: Short stories (fiction & non-fiction), cultural myths and legends (story & narrative).
Term 2: Novel (White Fang), more short stories (Subject to change.)
Term 3: Journalistic writing, introduction to poetry. (Subject to change.)
Ongoing: Literary terms, book sharing, media literacy.

MARKS:

ESL Reading students will not receive a letter grade upon the completion of a term. They will receive a work habit mark for the course.

CLASSROOM POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS:
1. Students are expected to respect their teacher, their peers, their learning environment (the classroom, the school, the community), and themselves (by always giving the best effort).
2. Students are expected to speak and communicate with English in the classroom at all times.

3. Students are expected to be prepared with all the necessary equipment required each and every class.
4. Students are expected to be punctual. Lates and absences will only be excused for valid reasons.
5. Students are expected to complete the work assigned in class and submit it within the time given (unless specified otherwise).
ATTENDANCE & MAKE-UP TESTS/QUIZZES/ASSIGNMENTS:

Students are expected to attend class regularly. Make-up tests, quizzes, and assignments will only be allowed when a valid reason is given. Please refer to your student agenda for further information regarding this matter.

CHEATING :

Cheating is a very serious offense and will not be tolerated. Any assignment or test with evidence of cheating will automatically be given a zero. Please refer to your student agenda for further information on the consequences of cheating.
EXTRA HELP AND SUPPORT:

I am usually around after school if you would like to see me for extra help. I can be reached by e-mail and you should be able to find most of what you need on the course web site (see page 1). I am, however, only at school on Day 1’s.
TEXTS:
- Our Own Stories
- More True Stories
- White Fang by Jack London
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