Hsu, EN 12

ENGLISH 12 POETRY GROUP PRESENTATIONS
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

The project/presentation for the English 12 poetry unit is designed to allow students a chance to engage and interpret poetry and poetic techniques in unique ways and from unique perspectives. It will not be about “tying the poem to a chair” or “torturing a confession” out of poetic pieces (as Billy Collins cautioned against) but hopefully the project will allow the students to extract their own meanings from a poem or song lyrics. At the same time, more “practical” objectives will be addressed as students will become “experts” of a given poetic device and be able convey their knowledge to classmates (in preparation for the provincial examination). And remember, there are interpretations that are more appropriate than others.
Students are expected to work in groups of three to five members. If you would like to work in pairs or alone, please see me regarding possible project modifications. While I would not encourage working alone or in pairs, I understand people may not always be able to find like-minded individuals to cooperate with on a group assessment. Each group will be responsible for covering a certain theme, poetic device (lit term), and type of poetry.
ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN/RUBRIC
POSTER OR VISUAL COMPONENT
/ 20
1. The poem(s) and/or song (lyrics) in their entirety
/ 2.5
2. Literary term(s) properly identified and explained
/ 2.5
3. Background of the poet/artist and preferably the pieces present
/ 2.5
4. Genre/focus of the poem(s) identified and explained
/ 2.5
5. Creativity and perceived effort put into the poster/visual component
/ 10
PRESENTATION COMPONENT
/ 55
1. Introduction and summary of works (reading or playing)
/ 5
2. Background of the poet/artist and preferably of the pieces
/ 5
3. Explanation of specific (assigned) literary terminology
/ 10
4. Discussion/explanation of the poetic device OR form in relevant* piece
/ 10
5. Message of the chosen* piece and analysis of poet’s craft
/ 15
6. Quality of question AND sources properly cited
/ 5+5
OVERALL EFFORT & PREPAREDNESS
/ 5

TOTAL






/ 80 marks
POETRY 10 PROJECT COMPONENTS & SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
POSTER OR VISUAL COMPONENT
Students are expected to have a visual component in addition to their presentation component. The visual component should come in the form of a poster.
PRESENTATION COMPONENT
This is the portion of the assignment that will take up the bulk of the assessment. If you refer to the rubric on the previous page, you will see that the presentation is divided into multiple, smaller components. The actual presentation portion should take about 10 – 15 minutes each (with a maximum of 20 minutes). Please read the following pointers carefully:
1. Introduction and Summary of works: For the purposes of this project, you should select: a poem OR song of your own choice AND a poem that is an exemplar of either the poetic device or form (or both) THAT YOU SIGNED UP FOR. Please introduce the two pieces and give the class brief background information on the poet or artist. See page 3 of this handout. More clarification will be given in class.
2. Poetic Devices and Forms: Each group will be assigned a specific poetic device OR form (depending on the presentation date you sign up for) to cover as part of their unit project. Each group will ALSO be required to pick the other “half” for their presentation. For example, if you sign up on a date that requires to you to teach the haiku form, you may choose to teach iambic pentameter to the class in order to fulfill the other “half” of the project, or vice versa. Basically, your group will cover one ASSIGNED poetic device/form and cover another INDEPENDENTLY CHOSEN poetic device/form. Your relevant piece should be a representative of the ASSIGNED poetic device/form.
3. Message and Poet’s Craft: This component applies to a poem or song of your group’s own choosing. I would like your group to tell me what the poet is trying to convey or what you extract or take away from the poem or song. In order to decipher or extract a message, you would need to first examine the poet’s “craft”. Discuss poetic techniques the poet/artist uses to convey a certain message or create a certain atmosphere. Look at diction, word placement, metre and rhythm, poetic form, imagery and symbols etc.
4. Question Component: Your group is responsible for coming up with one thought-provoking question (pertaining to one or both of your selected pieces) for the class to ponder and perhaps spark a discussion. Please come up with an ORIGINAL question.
Presentation Dates & Topics
April 8: Imagery & Analogy (look at diction, use of references)

April 12: Meter (various types of meter, syllabic feet, iambic pentameter)

April 14: Sonnet (Shakespearean vs. Petrarchan, contemporary examples)

April 16: Found poetry (define and show/create examples)

April 20: Extended Metaphor (a study in metaphors and analogy)
April 22: Alliteration and Cacophony (define and show examples)

April 26: Assonance and Consonance (define and show examples)
Note on Presentation Dates:


A maximum of two groups will be permitted to present on any given date, with the exception of April 16 (note the asterisk) because it’s Friday. I would like only one group to present on that date.


All the above poetic devices and forms HAVE to covered. The groups that have “doubled-up” on certain topics will be entered into “The Lottery” in order to fill every single slot for the unit.

Also, please remember to do the “other half” of the project. For example, if you pick April 14th as your presentation day because you’d like to discuss the sonnet form, please come see me regarding a poetic device your group would like to present on. You have to pick a poem which represents a sonnet for the purposes of the project (but your other poem/song can be of your own choice).


In certain instances, I will elaborate on your poetic device or form following your presentation. Do not be offended or alarmed as I will be merely supplementing or clarifying the relevant terms when necessary.
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