Hsu, EN 10

ENGLISH 10 ANIMAL FARM UNIT PROJECT
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

As part of the Animal Farm novel unit, you will be required to complete a project assignment. You will be able to work in pairs OR the odd trio. If you choose to work alone on the project, you will have to come see me to make separate assignment arrangements. 

The Animal Farm unit project will include multiple components and will involve research using outside sources. Essentially, the project will require you to piece together a political newspaper for Animalism. This assignment will allow you to take a closer look at the use of propaganda in the novel and the colourful characters of Animal Farm.
ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN/RUBRIC
ANIMAL FARM PAPER COMPONENT
/ 60
1. Cover page (headline) about an incident on Animal Farm (sign up)
/ 10
2. Visual propaganda for Animalism (i.e. poster, flyer)
/ 10
3. Creative speech (250 words minimum) of an Animalism leader
/ 10
4. Animal Farm Buy & Sell or ads
/ 5
5. Ask Comrade ______ (character responses)
/ 5
6. Themes and ideas of novel carry across
/ 10
7. Originality and perceived overall effort
/ 10

RESEARCH COMPONENT (POSTER)
/ 40
1. Famous speech (250 – 500 words maximum, can be an excerpt)
/ 2.5
2. Message & effectiveness of speech (a decent paragraph)
/ 10
3. Visual propaganda (historical example)
/ 2.5
4. Message & effectiveness of visual propaganda (a decent paragraph)
/ 10
5. Sources properly cited
/ 5
6. Perceived overall effort
/ 10
TOTAL

/ 100
PROJECT DUE DATE
The project is due on March 31st, 2010.
UNIT PROJECT COMPONENT DETAILS
ANIMAL FARM PAPER COMPONENT
1. Your paper will be four pages long (standard letter paper or larger, depending on your font and graphics size). On the front page, you are required to have a “headline” story based on a event from Animal Farm. The cover story, like all cover stories in newspapers, will be continued on another page (usually the 2nd or 3rd page). Cover stories available are: Battle of the Cowshed, the great windmill debate between Napoleon and Snowball, Snowball the “phantom menace”, the human characters in the story, and investigation into the pigs’ corruption. EACH TOPIC WILL MAX OUT AT 3 GROUPS.
2. You will need to design a visual propaganda for Animalism. Here’s the catch: You don’t need to necessarily do things from the pigs’ or Napoleon’s perspective. You can think outside the box and create one that reflects what Boxer or Mollie would do, for example. However, the pigs are still likely going to be your best bet.
3. You will need to create an original speech for a character from the novel. Once again, it doesn’t have to be by a pig. There are other characters that can offer different perspectives on Animalism. Keep in mind that your visual propaganda and speech HAVE TO REFLECT THE CHARACTER’S PERSONALITY AND BELIEFS.
4. Create some ads that might be seen on Animal Farm. The “Ask Comrade ______” (insert characters name) section again focuses on different characters. Put yourself in the perspective of someone asking, say, Boxer or Benjamin for advice: How would they respond? Use a minimum of two DIFFERENT characters for components 2 – 4.
RESEARCH POSTER COMPONENT
1. The research portion should be done on a poster or large sheet of paper. Basically, you are looking for real, historical examples as opposed to creating your own. We have all learned that Animal Farm is a fictional parody of the Russian Revolution and Stalin era that followed. Please choose from the following lists and events below (no sign up required): Russian Revolution and Stalin and Trotsky, World War recruitment campaigns or hate campaigns and Winston Churchill, Afghanistan and Iraq and Bush and Blair administration speeches. Tell me how effective the speech or propaganda is (note language, symbols etc.). We will be looking at propaganda and speeches in more depth in Term 3.
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