Hsu, EN 10

ENGLISH 10 ANIMAL FARM UNIT OVERVIEW & OUTLINE
INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW

The novel that we will be studying for our English 10 novel unit is Animal Farm by George Orwell. Besides 1984 (which some, if not most of you will read in grade 12), Animal Farm is arguably Orwell’s best known work. It is a very short novel (novella) barely over 100 pages long (and shorter depends on which edition you are reading). The novel is essentially a satire of Russia under Stalinist rule, using animals to replace human figures.

The important things to remember when studying Animal Farm and indeed, novels in general, are the themes, messages, and historical and cultural contexts which produced them. Within every novel or novella there are themes and for most, a take-home message or “big idea” the author had in mind in the process of writing. In addition, every author is influenced by historical and cultural contexts which extend beyond the text. When studying novels, we must not only examine the plot, characters, symbols, and the writer’s craft, but we must also look at the ideas within the work and the external framework which influences it.
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR THE UNIT
* Animal Farm (you MUST sign out a copy upon the RETURN of your Tempest text)
ASSESSMENT/MARKS BREAKDOWN
1. Reading Quiz/Response (Quiz Mark)
/ Marks TBA (Term 2)
2. In-class Essay (Representing mark, 1 period)
/ 12 marks (Term 2)
3. Novel Lit Terms Quiz (Quiz Mark)
/ Marks TBA (Term 3)
4. Pair/Trio Novel Unit Project (Representing mark)
/ Mark & Details TBA
5. Participation/Work Habits
/ Ongoing (Term 2, 3)
UNIT SCHEDULE
Feb. 16: AF Intro, Ch. 1 + 2 (Revolution)
Feb. 18: Ch. 3 + 4 (Snowball vs. Napoleon)
Feb. 22: Ch. 5 + 6 (Seven Commandments)
Feb. 24: Reading quiz, Ch. 7 (Propaganda)
Feb. 26: Ch. 8 (Corruption)
Mar. 2: Finish novel (Revolution Failed)
Mar. 4: In-class essay (75 min.)
!! SPRING BREAK !! KEEP UNIT PROJECTS IN MIND.
Mar. 15: AF Themes Review*
Mar. 17: Novel lit terms quiz **
Mar. 19: Unit projects DUE (return books)
***
NOTES
* Depending on how fast we move through the novel (comprehension, discussions etc.), we may have a chance to watch the first part of the movie if I can get my hands on a copy of Animal Farm. There are a variety of versions out there (one animated and another with live animals at least) so I’ll see what I can get.
** We may be able to watch the rest of the movie adaptation in this class.
*** We may only have 10 classes for this unit (which is quite short, really). It may be extended by another class or two if I decide to incorporate a little bit of poetry and other media or genres into the unit – to be determined. The text itself is very short, and you are encouraged to read ahead whenever possible. What is certain, however, is that all the relevant assessments are due on their respective dates. Please keep in mind that HALF of the unit’s assessment will belong to Term 2 and the latter HALF will be belong to Term 3.
Remember, check the course web site frequently and contact me if you have any questions. Also, remember that I am only at DT on Day 1’s so plan on making up assignments or presentations accordingly.
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