King Lear Act 5 (Scenes 2 & 3) Notes
Act 5, Scene 2
- Extremely brief “filler scene”
- Battle is presumably happening in the background

- Gloucester is at the edge of despair (ready to give up)

- Lines 9 – 10: Edgar discusses fate – how humans can’t decide their life span. Edgar is telling Gloucester to accept fate/destiny. If Gloucester gives up on his life, then he is practically committing suicide (which was a sin in Elizabethan times).

Act 5, Scene 3
- Lear and Cordelia captured by Edmund
- Lines 10 – 20: Lear only wants to spend alone time with the one person who truly loves him in the world – his daughter. The bird in the cage metaphor captures perfectly that it’s only Lear and Cordelia against the world, so to speak.

- Edmund gives First Captain a note – What are the instructions? – “To be tender-minded does not become a sword.” – Foreshadowing at work.

- Albany “falsely” congratulates Edmund but demands to know where Lear and Cordelia are

- Edmund comments that Lear’s age has “charms in it” (line 51) and that he put them away because he fears for a rebellion – Character development – Edmund is absolutely ruthless and cunning to boot.

- Albany tries to pull rank and does not see Edmund as an equal

- The two sisters then start to fight for Edmund, both speaking on his behalf and defending him. Regan ends up announcing that she wants to marry Edmund.
- Albany finally stands up to injustice and issues a challenge to Edmund – MANNED UP!

- Lines 140 – 146: “Thou art a traitor…” – Edgar is issuing the challenge of a duel to Edmund – Wrongs are finally starting to become righted.

- Goneril is called out by Albany, and she takes off

- Lines 172 – 174: “What you have charged…” – Edmund shows remorse for his actions.

- Line 185: Wheel come full circle. Idea of the “wheel of fortune” in Elizabethan times. Edmund has started a cycle of violence and it concludes with him, tries to challenge fate but still cannot break free.

- Lines 208 – 211: Edgar talks about Gloucester’s heart bursting from “joy and sorrow” simultaneously. Gloucester could not bear it anymore.
- What follows is an account of the worth servant Kent (who will likely be saved)

- Goneril poisons Regan and then commits suicide – brutality of the play

- The heroes of the story are one step too late – Cordelia was hung

- Lines 270 – 276: “Howl, howl…” – Lear is once again driven to the edge or raving insanity after the hanging of his daughter. Again, the comparison of Cordelia to holy figures.
- There seems to be some hope (“the feather stirs”)

- Kent is reunited with Lear

- Body count rises: Edmund is done (presumably from wounds suffered in duel with Edgar).

- Lear’s last outburst: A very grim and pessimistic outlook about life and suffering. The good characters in the play, namely, Cordelia and Gloucester, suffer fates worse than rats and dogs. Different from characters getting their “just desserts” but instead innocents are caught up in political strife and destroyed. That is why Lear is considered to be such a heartbreaking and depressing piece.
- Lear’s ability to manipulate and use language is slowly fading towards the conclusion of the tale
- Lines 334 – 335: Lear “usurped his life” as soon as his daughters “usurped his throne”.

- Three kings remain but Kent backs out
- Edgar’s conclusion: Wraps up the play in a sad little knot. Edgar’s comment refers back to the sisters’ flattery and Cordelia’s honesty at the beginning of the play. It is also calling on people to act if injustice is being committed. 
